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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

To: Tenzin Chokden, Clerks Office 

From: Chapin Spencer, Director 

Date: June 5, 2019 

Re: Public Works Commission Agenda  
 

Please find information below regarding the next Commission Meeting. 
 

Date: June 19, 2019 

Time: 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 

Place: 645 Pine St – Main Conference Room 
   

 A G E N DA 
 
 

 ITEM 
    

1  Call to Order – Welcome – Chair Comments 

   

2   5 Min Agenda  

    

3 10 Min Public Forum (3 minute per person time limit)  
 

4 5 Min Consent Agenda 
A Champlain Elementary Bus Stop 
B Sherman Street 15 Minute Parking 
C George Street Removal of 1 Parking Meter 
D Industrial Parkway to Queen City Park Rd Ordinance Revisions 
E Semi Annual Traffic Request Status Report 
  

Non-Discrimination 

The City of Burlington will not tolerate unlawful harassment or discrimination on the basis of political or religious affiliation, race, 

color, national origin, place of birth, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, veteran status, disability, 

HIV positive status, crime victim status or genetic information.  The City is also committed to providing proper access to services, 

facilities, and employment opportunities.  For accessibility information or alternative formats, please contact Human Resources 

Department at (802) 540-2505. 

 

 

    

http://www.burlingtonvt.gov/dpw


5 20 Min Flynn Ave Safer Biking Infrastructure & Parking Adjustments – Pine St to Shelburne St 

  A Communication,  E. Gohringer & K. Furtado 

  B Commissioner Discussion 

  C Public Comment 

  D Action Requested –Vote 

   

6 20 Min Colchester Ave Safety Improvements & Parking Adjustments 

  A Communication, E. Gohringer & K. Furtado 

  B Commissioner Discussion 

  C Public Comment 

  D Action Requested – Vote 

   

7 10 Min 2019 VTrans Bicycle & Pedestrian Program Grant Candidates 

  A Presentation, N. Losch 

  B Commissioner Discussion 

  C Public Comment 

  D Action Requested – None 

   

8 5 Min Approval of Draft Minutes of 5-15-19 

   

9 10 Min Director’s Report  

    

10 10 Min Commissioner Communications 
 

11  Adjournment & Next Meeting Date – July 17, 2019 
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Memorandum  

Date:  June 19, 2019  

To:  Public Works Commission 

From:  Madeline Suender, Associate Public Works Engineer 

CC:   Susan Molzon P.E., Senior Public Works Engineer 

Subject: Industrial Parkway Rename to Queen City Park Road  

Recommendations to the DPW Commission: 

DPW recommends Industrial Parkway be changed to Queen City Park Road reflected in the 

following Ordinances: 

1a Truck routes. 

The following roadways are designated as truck routes: 

(22)    Industrial Parkway Reserved. 

(25)    Home Avenue from Industrial Park Queen City Park Road to Shelburne Street. 

(27)    Queen City Park Road. 

3 Stop sign locations. 

Stop signs are authorized at the following locations: 

(151)    At the intersection of Austin Drive and Industrial Parkway Queen City Park Road, causing traffic 

on Industrial Parkway Queen City Park Road to stop. 

 (131)     Reserved. At the intersection of Central Avenue and Queen City Park Road causing eastbound 

traffic on Queen City Park Road to stop.  

7 No-parking areas. 

No person shall park any vehicle at any time in the following locations: 

(62)    On the east and north sides of Industrial Parkway Queen City Park Road west of Central Ave.  

 

All changes are reflected as strikethrough where removed and underline where added.  

http://www.dpw.ci.burlington.vt.us/


Purpose & Need: 

The purpose of this recommendation is to reflect the change of Industrial Parkway to Queen City 

Park Road and update ordinances on the road. The need is to allow these ordinances to remain 

enforceable. See Attachment 1 for map of request.  

Summary and Conclusion: 

The name change is planned to take effect July 1, 2019. DPW Staff asks that the Commission 

approve this change, subject to approval from the City Council of the change of street name 

from Industrial Parkway to Queen City Park Road. This is tentatively planned for the 6/24 City 

Council meeting. In the event this is not presented at this meeting, it will be brought to the first 

July Council meeting.  

Upon inspection of the ordinances, it was found that ordinance language for a stop sign on 

what is currently Industrial Parkway, at the intersection with Central Ave, causing eastbound 

traffic to stop, is missing. This is a stop sign that has been in place since at least 2011 (see 

Attachment 2).  DPW recommends this additional wording be included in this request.  

Attachments: 

1. Site Map and Addresses  

2. Stop Sign Location  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment 1: Site Map and Addresses  

 

 

 



Attachment 2: Stop Sign Location 

 





 
 

 

June 12, 2019 

 

TO:    Public Works Commission 

 

FROM:  Elizabeth Gohringer, Associate Planner 

  Kim Furtado, Intern 

 

CC:   Nicole Losch, PTP, Senior Planner 

   

RE: Flynn Ave Safer Biking Infrastructure & Parking Adjustments – Pine to Shelburne St 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommendations
Staff recommends that the Commission adopt:

Appendix C, 7 No-parking areas.

No person shall park any vehicle at an time in the following locations:

On the south side of Flynn Avenue between Pine Street and Shelburne Street.

Purpose & Need

Prohibit parking on the south side of Flynn Ave between Pine St and Shelburne St, in order to install an east-

bound bike lane and westbound shared lane.

Introduction

PlanBTV Walk Bike is a comprehensive plan which outlines improvements to walking and biking infrastructure

throughout Burlington which will make streets and traveling safer. The plan highlights the need for more

complete and connected biking/pedestrian infrastructure for east/west travel in the South End. Flynn Ave has

the potential to be an ideal connector street, bridging Oakledge Park and the waterfront with Pine Street and

Shelburne Street, allowing for safer commuting throughout the neighborhood and for students commuting to

school.

During the May 15th Public Works Commission Meeting, the Commission approved a proposal to remove

parking along the south side of Flynn Avenue from Pine Street to Oakledge Park and along the north side of



Flynn Avenue between 300 Flynn Avenue and 208 Flynn Avenue. This parking removal will allow for the 

installation of bike lanes in both directions on Flynn Avenue between Briggs Street and Pine Street. Following 

this decision, residents expressed interest in expanding the bike infrastructure further east between Pine Street 

and Shelburne Street. The approval of this current proposal will get the South End even closer to the goals of 

planBTV Walk Bike.  

 

 

Public Engagement 

This project falls under “Involve” on the Spectrum of Engagement. 

 Redstone was directly engaged to better understand how this plan would impact the operations of 

future commercial leasers.  

 A mailing was sent to residents/property owners along Flynn Avenue between Pine Street and 

Shelburne Street as well as residents/property owners on Richardson and Wells Streets between Flynn 

Ave and Ferguson Ave on May 23rd.  

 DPW staff attended a Ward 5 NPA meeting in March and held a neighborhood meeting on June 5th 

to hear local residents’ feedback on the proposed changes.  

 

1. Who is positively impacted? 

 People bicycling on Flynn Ave would have facilities where none previously existed and have 

an extended eastbound network.  

2. Who may be negatively impacted and for how long? 

 Residents/businesses currently using on-street parking will no longer have those on-street 

parking spaces. This would be a permanent impact.  

3. What are the main concerns, issues, and interests of the community?  

 Redstone is concerned parking removal will impact their ability to attract leasers into their 

commercial space. 

 Some residents are concerned about building a bikeway towards Shelburne Street because 

Shelburne Street currently does not have any bike infrastructure.  

 Some residents are concerned about losing parking.  

4. Will any individuals, institutions, or groups be disproportionately impacted? 

 Staff/guests who go to the businesses/residences directly adjacent to the project area will be 

most impacted.  

5. Was the project recommended in earlier planning studies which included public engagement? Is 

additional public input needed or required?  

 This project was recommended in planBTV Walk Bike, which included public engagement. 

Additional direct outreach was required to advance the parking changes as per the Public 

Engagement Plan.  

6. Are there any linguistic or cultural barriers to engaging with impacted residents? 

 There are no known linguistic or cultural barriers within the project area.  

 

Observations and/or Considerations and/or Alternatives  

 

Parking Counts 

40 total parking spaces on north side between Pine St and Shelburne St 



 Sat., 4/27/2019 Tues., 4/30/2019 Wed., 5/1/2019 

6AM Total: 10 

% utilization: 25% 

Total: 12 

% utilization: 30% 

Total: 12 

% utilization: 30% 

10AM Total: 9 

% utilization: 23% 

Total: 7 

% utilization: 18% 

Total: 10 

% utilization: 25% 

7PM Total: 10 

% utilization: 25% 

Total: 9 

% utilization: 23% 

Total: 5 

% utilization: 13% 

 

38 total parking spaces on the south side between Pine St and Shelburne St 

 Sat., 4/27/2019 Tues., 4/30/2019 Wed., 5/1/2019 

6AM Total: 6 

% utilization: 16% 

Total: 5 

% utilization: 13% 

Total: 7 

% utilization: 18% 

10AM Total: 7 

% utilization: 18% 

Total: 1 

% utilization: 3% 

Total: 3 

% utilization: 8% 

7PM Total: 5 

% utilization: 13% 

Total: 5 

% utilization: 13% 

Total: 6 

% utilization: 16% 

 

47 total parking spaces on Wells St and Richardson St between Flynn Ave and Ferguson Ave 

 Wed., 5/29/2019 Thurs., 5/30/2019 Sat., 6/1/2019 

6AM Total: 6 

% utilization: 13% 

Total: 7 

% utilization: 15% 

Total: 7 

% utilization: 15% 

10AM Total: 2 

% utilization: 4% 

Total: 3 

% utilization: 6% 

Total: 5 

% utilization: 11% 

7PM Total: 9 

% utilization: 17% 

Total: 3 

% utilization: 6% 

Total: 5 

% utilization: 11% 

 

All Work Planned on Flynn Ave from Pine St to Shelburne St 

The complete scope of work being completed in this area of Flynn Ave includes:  

 Paving and water line work will be coordinated with line striping this construction season. Currently 

projected to be completed by July 2019.  

 

Parking Alternatives 

Ample street parking is available along the north side of Flynn Ave as well as on Richardson St and Wells St 

off of Flynn Ave. Homes have parking lots/driveways.  

 

Feedback 

 At the Neighborhood Meeting hosted by DPW Staff on 6/5/2019, the neighborhood supported this 

proposal as a compromise between the need for expanded biking infrastructure and retaining some 

street parking. There was willingness expressed to continue the infrastructure conversation after traffic 

changes in the South End have been affected by the Champlain Parkway and Shelburne St Rotary 

projects.  

 Feedback received via email has been very mixed (see Attachment 2). 

 



Next Steps 

Following the approval of the Commission, striping can immediately follow the completion of Flynn Ave 

paving which is expected for July. Though the final goal of planBTV Walk Bike  is to have fully connected bike 

lanes along both sides of Flynn Ave, residents are hesitant to support a more complete proposal at the 

current time. In the coming years, traffic patterns in the South End are expected to transform dramatically 

following the construction of both the Champlain Parkway and Shelburne St Rotary. Once traffic patterns 

have changed and the Shelburne St corridor study has been completed, residents are willing to revisit 

expanding the bicycling network in the South End.  

 

Given the current configuration and curb-to-curb width of Flynn Ave, there is not enough space to 

accommodate a parking-protected bike lane. Flynn Ave also has numerous driveways and intersections, 

which makes it a challenging street for parking-protected bike lanes.  

 

Conclusions 

Installing an eastbound bike lane on Flynn Ave between Pine St and Shelburne St will bring Burlington even 

closer to meeting the goals outlined in planBTV Walk Bike.  

 

DPW values the voices of all residents who share the road, and is committed to creating an equitable, 

balanced transportation network. We strive to include all of these voices, especially residents, business 

owners, and property owners that are impacted by infrastructure changes, in our proposal.   

 

Attachments 

1. Design Plans for Project Area  

2. Public Feedback Log 

3. Mailing Sent to Flynn Ave/Wells St/Richardson St on 5/23/2019 

 

Attachment 1: Design Plans for Project Area 













 
Attachment 2: Public Feedback Log 



 



Attachment 3: Mailing Sent to Flynn Ave/Wells St/Richardson St on 5/23/2019 





 



 
 

 

June 12, 2019 

 

TO:    Public Works Commission 

 

FROM:  Elizabeth Gohringer, Associate Planner 

  Kim Furtado, Intern 

 

CC:   Nicole Losch, PTP, Senior Planner 

   

RE: Colchester Ave Safety Improvements & Parking Adjustments 

  

 

 

Recommendations  

Staff recommends that the Commission adopt: 

 

Appendix C, 7 No-parking areas.  

No person shall park any vehicle at any time in the following locations:  

On the north side of Colchester Avenue from East Avenue to Barrett Street. 

Appendix C, 9 Fifteen-minute parking.  

No person shall park a vehicle longer than fifteen (15) minutes, between the hours of 6:00 am and 9:00 pm, Sundays 

and holidays excepted, in the following areas:  

In the 3 designated spaces on the east side of Colchester Avenue in front of 273 Colchester Avenue. 

In the 2 designated spaces on the east side of Colchester Avenue in front of 291 and 297 Colchester Avenue.  

Purpose & Need 

Prohibit parking for portions of Colchester Ave in order to install a westbound bike lane between East Ave and Barrett 

Street and an eastbound bike lane between a point located 100 feet west of the Greenmount Cemetery entrance and 

Barrett Street.  

 

Introduction 

DPW received a resident request to remove parking on Colchester Ave to make travel lanes less tight, extend bike 

lanes, and prevent damage to parked cars. Installing striped bike lanes along Colchester Ave, east of East Ave, is one 

of the goals of planBTV WalkBike. Colchester Avenue is a heavily used corridor connecting Burlington and Winooski 

and creating designated bike lanes will make biking a more viable and safer option to all individuals who travel on 

Colchester Avenue.   



 

Public Engagement 

This project falls under “Involve” on the Spectrum of Engagement. 

 Kampus Kitchen and Kathy’s Flowers are the only businesses located on this section of Colchester Ave and 

were directly engaged to better understand how these plans would impact their operations. 

 Letters were mailed to residents and property owners along Colchester Avenue on April 9th explaining the 

proposed changes and soliciting feedback.  

 Letters were mailed to residents and property owners along Colchester Avenue, Chase Street, and Barrett 

Street on May 20th explaining the proposed changes and soliciting feedback on the expanded proposal.  

 DPW staff provided updates at the April Public Works Commission, May Public Works Commission, and the 

May Transportation, Energy, and Utilities Committee. 

 DPW staff held neighborhood meetings on April 23rd and May 29th to hear local residents’ feedback on the 

proposed changes.  

 

1. Who is positively impacted? 

 People bicycling on Colchester Ave would have expanded facilities.  

2. Who may be negatively impacted and for how long? 

 Residents and businesses in the project area that currently use the parking spaces will no longer have 

those on-street parking spaces. This would be a permanent impact. 

3. What are the main concerns, issues, and interests of the community?  

 Some residents/property owners on Colchester Avenue where parking is proposed to be completely 

eliminated are concerned about access to their properties by maintenance/contractors.  

 Supporting the local businesses is an interest of the community. 

 Having safe bike routes is of concern to many in the community.  

4. Will any individuals, institutions, or groups be disproportionally impacted? 

 The guests/staff who go to the residences and businesses directly adjacent to the project area will be 

most impacted.  

5. Was the project recommended in earlier planning studies which included public engagement? Is additional 

public input needed or required?  

 This project was recommended in the planBTV WalkBike, which included public engagement. 

Additional direct outreach was required to advance the parking changes as per the Public 

Engagement Plan.  

6. Are there any linguistic or cultural barriers to engaging with impacted residents? 

 There are no known linguistic or cultural barriers within the project area.  

 

 

Observations and/or Considerations and/or Alternatives  

 

Parking Counts 

 

29 total parking spaces on south side of Colchester Ave between East Ave and Greenmount Cemetery  

 Sat., 3/30/2019 Tues., 4/2/2019 Wed., 4/3/2019 

6AM Total: 6 

% utilization: 21% 

Total: 6 

% utilization: 21% 

Total: 8 

% utilization: 28% 

10AM Total: 5 

% utilization: 17% 

Total: 7 

% utilization: 24% 

Total: 7 

% utilization: 24% 

7PM Total: 6 

% utilization: 20% 

Total: 4 

% utilization: 14% 

Total: 5 

% utilization: 17% 

 



19 total parking spaces on north side of Colchester Ave between East Ave and Greenmount Cemetery 

 Sat., 3/30/2019 Tues., 4/2/2019 Wed., 4/3/2019 

6AM Total: 14 

% utilization: 74% 

Total: 13 

% utilization: 68% 

Total: 13 

% utilization: 68% 

10AM Total: 13 

% utilization: 68% 

Total: 10 

% utilization: 53% 

Total: 9 

% utilization: 47% 

7PM Total: 9 

% utilization:47% 

Total: 9 

% utilization: 47% 

Total: 9 

% utilization: 47% 

 

20 total parking spaces on east side of Colchester Ave between Greenmount Cemetery and Barrett St. 

 Sun., 5/12/2019 Tues., 5/14/2019 Thurs., 5/16/2019 

6AM Total: 3 

% utilization: 15% 

Total: 9 

% utilization: 45% 

Total: 8 

% utilization: 40% 

10AM Total: 2 

% utilization: 10% 

Total: 4 

% utilization: 20% 

Total: 7 

% utilization: 35% 

7PM Total: 3 

% utilization: 15% 

Total: 6 

% utilization: 30% 

Total: 5 

% utilization: 25% 

 

20 total parking spaces on Barrett St. 

 Sun., 5/12/2019 Tues., 5/14/2019 Thurs., 5/16/2019 

6AM Total: 3 

% utilization: 15% 

Total: 6 

% utilization: 30% 

Total: 10 

% utilization: 50% 

10AM Total: 1 

% utilization: 5% 

Total: 6 

% utilization: 30% 

Total: 7 

% utilization: 35% 

7PM Total: 5 

% utilization: 25% 

Total: 7 

% utilization: 35% 

Total: 11 

% utilization: 55% 

 

29 total parking spaces on Chase St.  

 Sun., 5/12/2019 Tues., 5/14/2019 Thurs., 5/16/2019 

6AM Total: 23 

% utilization: 79% 

Total: 23 

% utilization: 79% 

Total: 23 

% utilization: 79% 

10AM Total: 15 

% utilization: 52% 

Total: 14 

% utilization: 48% 

Total: 10 

% utilization: 20% 

7PM Total: 14 

% utilization: 48% 

Total: 19 

% utilization: 66% 

Total: 15 

% utilization: 52% 

 

All Proposed Work Planned from East Ave to Barrett St 

The complete scope of work being completed in this area of Colchester Ave includes:  

 On north side of Colchester Ave between East Ave and Barrett Street: add bike lane.  

 On south side of Colchester Ave between Greenmount Cemetery entrance and Barrett Street: add bike lane.  

 Installation of crosswalk at intersection of Chase Street and Colchester Ave and Quick-Build curb extension. 

 Removal of curb extension and relocation of RRFB located in front of 276 Colchester Ave. 

 

 

Parking Alternatives 

Street parking is available on the south side of Colchester Ave between East Ave and the Greenmount Cemetery, as 

well as on Chase Street and Barrett Street. Most homes have parking lots/driveways. Customers to Kathy’s Flowers 



have parking available on Latham Ct and customers to Kampus Kitchen has parking available directly in front of the 

business on Colchester Ave. 

 

During the 5/29/19 Neighborhood Meeting, DPW proposed adding “notched in” parking spaces on Colchester 

Avenue immediately south of Colchester Court. At this time, we are not including these spaces into our 

recommendation because of parking occupancy counts and resident concern. If this option is revisited in the future, 

the following information should be noted:  

 Approximately 500 square feet of greenbelt will be lost 

 The existing catch basin will need to be evaluated and survey data collected before the design is finalized 

 If a quick-build on the corner of Chase St and Colchester Ave is successful, it will be prioritized as a 

bioretention area 

 There are small trees that can be relocated but cannot be moved during the growing season 

 Rough cost estimate: $12,000 (based on 95ft of linear curb work on a similar project) 

 

Feedback 

 At the Neighborhood Meeting hosted by DPW Staff on 4/23/2019, residents expressed interest in removing 

parking from one or both sides of Colchester Ave between East Ave and Greenmount Cemetery and 

removing parking on the west side of Colchester Ave between Greenmount Cemetery and Barrett Street.  

 At the Neighborhood Meeting hosted by DPW Staff on 5/29/2019, there was interest in creating bike 

infrastructure, especially on the hill section, while retaining some parking for businesses and residents. Some 

residents expressed concern about losing parking on Colchester Ave closest to Barrett St, especially for 

maintenance vehicles, who will have to work on their properties. Most residents expressed an interest in a 

proposal that allows for flexible and gradual changes upon the completion of further scoping studies.  

 Feedback received by email/mail has been mixed, but more strongly favors the addition of bike lanes in both 

directions for at least some time (See attachment 2 for summary.) 

 

Next Steps 

With approval to remove on-street parking, bike lanes can be implemented 30 days after the Commission decision as 

Colchester Ave has just recently been repaved. Following the neighborhood meetings, it is clear the residents want to 

balance the need for biking infrastructure with other concerns, but do not want to hastily make drastic changes. The 

proposed bike lanes feed into the reconstruction plans of the Colchester Ave/Riverside Ave intersection and work in 

conjunction with the other improvements to make Colchester Ave a safer route for all travelers. The neighborhood is 

willing to revisit other bike infrastructure options for Colchester Ave following the completion of the scoping study for 

protected bike lanes on Colchester Ave and the scoping study for the Colchester Ave / East Ave intersection. Due to 

the existing travel width of the road and impending scoping studies, DPW does not currently recommend the 

implementation of protected bike lanes at this time.  

 

DPW contacted UVM to discuss possible shared parking options, but due to the university’s current parking deficit, 

UVM is reluctant to commit any shared parking at the current time.  

 

Conclusions 

By implementing these changes, Burlington will be one step closer to meeting the goals outlined in planBTV 

WalkBike. Providing safer and more easily accessible bicycle infrastructure around the city has numerous positive 

impacts for both the wellbeing of residents and the City as a whole.  

 

DPW values the voices of all residents who share the road, and is committed to creating an equitable, balanced 

transportation network. We strive to include all of these voices, especially residents, business owners, and property 

owners that are impacted by infrastructure changes, in our proposals.  

 



Attachments  

1. Design Plans for Project Area 

2. Public Feedback Log  

3. Mailing Sent to Colchester Ave Residents 4/9/2019 

4. Mailing Sent to Colchester Ave/Barrett St/Chase St Residents 5/20/2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment 1: Design Plans for Project Area 

Green cross-

bike markings 







Proposed 15-minute 

parking, 6am-9pm, 2 

spaces 

Existing 15-minute parking, 

proposed hours change to 

6am-9pm, 3 spaces 



 
 

 

 

 



Attachment 2: Public Feedback Log 







 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment 3: Mailing Sent to Colchester Ave Residents 4/9/2019



 
 

 

 

 



Attachment 4: Mailing Sent to Colchester Ave/Barrett St/Chase St Residents 5/20/2019







 



 
 

 

June 13, 2019 

 

TO:    Public Works Commission 

 

FROM:  Nicole Losch, PTP, Senior Planner 

   

RE: 2019 VTrans Bicycle and Pedestrian Grant Program Candidates 

 

 

Recommendations  

Staff recommends the Commission host a public comment forum to discuss the City’s grant candidates for the 

2019 VTrans Bicycle and Pedestrian Grant Program.  

 

Introduction 

Each year the Vermont Agency of Transportation offers funding through the Bicycle and Pedestrian Program. 

This year, funding is available in three categories: Scoping, Small Construction, and Design/Construction. The 

City may apply for one project in each category and projects must have a strong, direct benefit for 

transportation improvements that will improve bicycling and walking. A local match is required for each 

project (20% for Scoping and Design/Construction and 50% for Small Construction). 

 

The projects were selected after discussing potential projects with the Department of Parks, Recreation, and 

Waterfront (DPRW), the Community and Economic Development Office (CED), and with the Mayor’s office. 

This year’s projects include: 

 

1. Scoping for intersection improvements at Main Street / University Heights as recommended in the 

2017 planBTV Walk Bike and the 2017 University of Vermont Active Transportation Plan.  

2. Small construction of a stairway trail connecting Sherman Street to Depot Street, including pedestrian 

amenities along Depot Street, as recommended in the 2009 Waterfront North Access Study. This will 

improve access to the northern waterfront from the Old North End and northern downtown.  

3. Design / Construction for a shared use path and trail along Intervale Road, as recommended in the 

2018 Intervale Road Bicycle and Pedestrian Access Feasibility Study.  

 

While the Public Works Commission is not required to endorse or approve these projects, the Commission 

has endorsed or adopted many of the City’s Master Plans and Studies that guide our work and that have 

influenced the projects that were considered. In addition, Commission meetings provide an important 



opportunity for the community to provide feedback on the City’s grant applications prior to submission.  We 

will also be notifying Councilors in the ward and district where these projects are located.  

 

For more information on the State’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Grant Program, visit: 

http://vtrans.vermont.gov/highway/local-projects/bike-ped  

http://vtrans.vermont.gov/highway/local-projects/bike-ped


Burlington Department of Public Works Commission Meeting 

Draft Minutes May 15, 2019 

645 Pine Street – Main Conference Room 

 

 

Commissioners Present:  Robert Alberry, Tiki Archambeau, Jim Barr, Chris Gillman Brendan 

Hogan, Soveig Overby and Peggy O’Neill Vivanco:   

 

Item 1 – Call to Order – Welcome – Chair Comments 

 

Commissioner Archambeau called the Public Works Commission Meeting to order at 

6:30 p.m.  

 

Item 2 – Agenda 

  

 Unanimous approval 

 

 

Item 3 – Public Forum (3 minute per person time limit) 

 

Sophie Quest Colchester Ave bike issues, 2 accidents involving bicyclists, made it safer 

for bicyclists. 

 

Andy Simon – In favor of two bike lanes on Flynn Avenue we need to balance out the 

needs of motorists and cyclists.   

 

Halina Dooley – UVM has concerns about the intersection of University Heights and 

Main Street intersection.  We noticed a lot of distracted drivers, it is  high risk high crash 

location – alter traffic signals, paint intersection. 

 

Jacki Schultz – Expressed she is happy with sidewalks but need more cleaning of the  

streets from April through October. 

 

John Bertelsen – Is a cyclist and two arteries uphill are not  friendly and downhill not 

everyone is comfortable with the parking downhill.   

 

Nina – Asked about the impact on residents where will people park on Colchester 

Avenue if parking is removed.  There are a lot of houses here that do not have proper 

driveways. 

 

Steve Norman lives in the New North End and is a crossing guard at the intersection of 

Shore Road and North Avenue.  He stated there still needs to be further improvement to 

slow people down.  Would like to see new signage that also has the French language on 

them.   

 



Liam Griffin stated on both Flynn Avenue and Colchester Avenue we need to move 

people safely through the corridors. 

 

Jason Van Drierche – Supports bike lanes in both directions.  He asked how proposals 

were structured stating they need to make Flynn Ave work in both directions for bikers. 

 

Richard Watts support SGA President, signal to cars approaching intersections.  The 

more bike lanes the better. 

 

Allegra William – Local Motion – Have petitions out for both Flynn Avenue and 

Colchester Avenue. 

 

Jack Hanson – Burlington City Councilor – Talked about emissions and how Vermont 

emissions are up and we must deal with the problem.  Supports adding protected bike 

lanes on Colchester Avenue. 

 

Brennan Guerrier of Ward 3 stated that both Flynn Avenue and Colchester Ave are 

unsafe for bicyclists as there is reckless and fast travel on both streets. 

 

 

Item 4 – Consent Agenda 

 

A.  Proctor Place Parking Prohibition 

 

Commissioner Gillman made a motion to accept consent agenda 

Commissioner Barr seconded 

All were in Favor. 

 

Item 5 – Flynn Avenue Safer Biking Infrastructure & Parking Adjustments 

 

There is parking on the north side of Flynn Avenue from 300-208, south side from Pine 

to Oakledge the parking would be removed, and there would be a crosswalk at Foster.  

The feedback from community are strongly in favor of complete no parking on Flynn 

Avenue from the coop and are supportive of a crosswalk .   

 

Commissioner O’Neill stated that if we finalize parking on the greenbelt, retain some 

parking and pave the area that is dirt out of the travel lane, which is adjacent to the 

sidewalk.  

  

Commissioner Hogan asked that the mailer going out does it give some geographic scope  

on the parking on Flynn Avenue, (voice got low unable to hear what the rest of statement 

was.) 

 

Elizabeth Groehlinger of Public Works stated that the residents of Flynn Avenue from 

Pine and Shelburne Street were mailed fliers and there were two options that we have we 

should get a lot of feedback from these residents on them. 



 

Commissioner Overby stated that there should be parking on the street to act as a buffer 

between the lanes. 

 

Commissioner Archambeau asked about bike lanes being installed and was told that both 

Pine to Briggs is parking prohibited.  We are coordinating starting this with the paving 

project.  Looking into side street parking and a possible mid-block crossing. 

 

Jason Van Dreusche stated that there should be a parking count on Flynn Avenue and 

side streets and when the letter goes out explicitly ask people who favor either option let 

it be known.  Feedback is very important for projects. 

 

Mr. Brookes supports the plan and the crosswalk at Pine and Shelburne. 

 

Commissioner Barr made a motion to accept the plan and language. 

Commissioner Guillmett seconded. 

Unanimous approval.  

   

Item 6 –  Colchester Avenue Safety Improvements and Parking Adjustments 

 

There is support to remove parking on either sides or one side of parking as well as the 

downhill side from the cemetery to Barrett Street.  

 

Commissioner Overby stated that the road from Winooski to Burlington is a lot of work 

and maybe they could cut in some parking spaces on the left so there is no parking in the 

roadway. 

 

Commissioner O’Neill supports the bike lanes and we need to think about how to move 

people through the area a little safer. 

 

Jason Stuffle stated that Colchester Avenue is a gateway to the city should have and off 

the road multi use path. 

 

Pat Sealan stated that on Colchester Avenue, there is no sign to welcome people into 

Burlington from the Winooski side, lanes are not clearly marked.  She would like to se 

Burlington on the list of most bikeable cities.     

 

Brook supports bike lanes in both directions but feels that safety is important and the way 

Colchester Avenue is right now it is not working right.  Colchester Avenue residents can 

park on the side street and maybe put in a crosswalk on the hill to slow down traffic on 

the hill.  

 

Dave Crowley is a resident of Nash Place is a bike user.  He stated the project has what 

plan is trying to achieve and he supports a bike lane on the north side going uphill.  

Neighborhood parking needs to be address, get some community involvement. 

 



Jason Van Drierche stated he biked down Colchester Avenue and it was a miserable 

experience.    The traffic flow work will make it a better for everyone, downhill as cars 

are passing by.  A bike lane will make it work better and should be a priority.  There 

needs to be signage at the bottom of the hill of Colchester Avenue.   

 

Matt Dooley is a property owner on Colchester Avenue and he stated that his tenants 

need the parking on Colchester Avenue as their driveway is small and does not have 

enough parking. 

 

Deborah Craft stated that Colchester Avenue factors cars and had never served for 

cyclist. 

 

Would like to see a crosswalk if possible people can park on Chase Street.  Would like to 

see a crosswalk if possible for traffic calming by the Kampus Kitchen.   

 

Gentleman is a renter on Colchester Avenue and stated that there are a lot of college 

students on Colchester Avenue and there is not room on the side streets for parking and 

he needs his vehicle for work as he works in Montpelier and he parks on the street. 

 

A customer came in who owns an older property on the hill and there is a parking area for 

enters and to park on Chase Street would mean to cross Colchester Avenue to get home. 

 

Commissioner Barr stated the crosswalk at Chase Street is coming and we are working on 

signage as you enter the city from Winooski. 

 

Commissioner Overby stated that she is looking forward to the proposal. 

 

Commissioner Gillman stated he would like to see a compromise for Chase Street and 

Barrett Street. 

 

Item 7–   Main Street and South Winooski Avenue Surface Lot RFP 

  

We are looking to redevelop the parking lot and are forming a Development Committee.  

We are also looking at the adjacent properties, would like to redevelop the block.   

Commissioner O’Neill asked if there was going to be space for EV Charging stations. 

  

Item 8 – Pipe Assessment Public Hearing 

 

 Federally subsidized loans for clean water.  He did an explanation on the process for this. 

Greg Johnson presented a power point on the pipe assessment and the progress the Water 

Division is making on this. 

  

Item 9 –  Minutes of 4/16/19 

 

 Commissioner Barr stated that on Item 10 to fixed asked. 



Commissioner Hogan would like to see Proctor Place parking lined out to show that that 

was removed from consent agenda. 

 

Commissioner Barr made a motion to accept the minutes with the changes. 

Commissioner Alberry seconded. 

Unanimous approval 

   

Item 10 – Director’s Report  

 

 The reorganization was approved  

 GMT will have route changed June 17th  

Bike and Scooter will go before TEUC ion May 23rd at 7:30 p.m. with the proposed 

contract. 

 FY20 budget preset in packet that was sent to City Council 

Commissioner Archambeau stated that there were two different budgets one with ISD 

and one without with the lower budget being with ISD. 

 

Item 11 –   Commissioner Communication 

 

Commissioner Barr stated that Parking Management Plan Institutions  on hill free to talk 

to DPW partner and move forward.   

 

Commissioner O’Neill parking plan need to have a process and steps to have issues 

brought forward to streamline the system for clearer steps.   

Director Spencer stated the process is to contact Customer Service and it will be put into 

See Click Fix which starts the process. 

 

Commissioner Overby stated that Archibald Street has been patched up.  Intervale Road 

needs patching.   

Intervale Road added onto paving list 

The walkway on the side has deteriorated. 

There is a concern about the water that is always on Elmwood Avenue and Peru Street. 

 

 

Commissioner Hogan stated that GMT second coordination for bus service information is 

valuable. 

This is the 6th year anniversary for Mayor Weinberger announcing the goal for 

bike/pedestrian changes. 

 

 Commissioner Archambeau commented on the new sidewalk on Walnut Street. 

Bike lanes are gone, no paint on them and suggested to look for  a better paint that lasts 

through the winter season. 

 

Commissioner O’Neill made a motion to adjourn after Executive Session 

Commissioner Barr seconded. 

Unanimous approval. 



 

Item 12 – Executive Session – broke into executive session 

 

Item 13 – Adjournment and Next Meeting.  Next meeting is June 19, 2019. 
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To: DPW CommissionersFr: Chapin Spencer, DirectorRe: DPW Director’s ReportDate: June 12, 2019
WATER RESOURCES UPDATES:Water quality and rate affordability guide every decision we make in Water Resources. As part of theCouncil’s recent approval of Phase I of the Water Resources re-organization, they reaffirmed theirsupport for undertaking a financial analysis that would review our current rate structure, evaluatepotential affordability programs, and review current service charges. We are seeking to bringforward the consultant contract to complete the scope of work to the City Council later this month.The Council requested this work be completed by Spring 2020 in advance of the FY’21 budgetapproval. Please contact DPW Division Director – Water Resources Megan Moir(mmoir@burlingtonvt.gov) or me for more information.
ELECTRIC BIKE SHARE & PROPOSED ELECTRIC SCOOTER PILOT:Building on the existing bike share program, the City and partners (South Burlington, Winooski, UVM,Champlain College, CATMA and the CCRPC) are planning an expanded shared mobility program in2019. We presented our revised proposal to the Council’s Transportation Energy & UtilitiesCommittee (TEUC) on May 7 and again on May 23.  The Committee reviewed the draft contract onMay 23 and voted 2-1 to recommend it to the full City Council.  We were able to secure additionalcommitments from the vendor prior to the June 3 City Council meeting – and the Councilsubsequently approved the draft agreement. The key tenet of this proposal is to transition from 105traditional bikes to 200 electric bikes; and to explore a scooter pilot if state conditions change toallow them on the roads. A couple local Burlington bike shops have expressed ongoing concern withthe terms of the agreement – mostly around impacts to their bike rental business.  We have pledgedto continue working with them to try and address their concerns as much as possible.  SouthBurlington, Winooski and CATMA still need to approve the agreement. More info is at:https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/DPW/Transportation/ETransportation.
GMT NEWS – NEXT GEN IMPLEMENTATION JUNE 17By the time the DPW Commission meets, Green Mountain Transit (GMT) will have implementedthree large improvements as of June 17:

 Routes will be updated to be straighter and long to assist with more direct, one-seat rides.
 An industry-leading App providing real time information will be launched
 Mobile ticketing will be offered for customers to purchase tickets on their mobile phonesFor more information on the Next Gen route and schedule changes, click here: www.ridegmt.com.The Council will be appointing a Burlington Commissioner at the upcoming Council meeting, butthere will likely be another opening the GMT Board of Commissioners for Burlington in the nearfuture – and likely two alternates.  If you, or someone you know, are potentially interested in a GMTCommission position, please feel free to contact Lori Olberg (lolberg@burlingtonvt.gov) in theClerk/Treasurers Office.



FY’20 BUDGETS:DPW has presented our proposed FY’20 budgets to the City Council on May 16 and May 22. Asmentioned last month, we have not provided a detailed presentation to the DPW Commission as theCouncil is the entity that approves DPW’s many budgets, but if new Commissioners or theCommission overall would like to be briefed on our budget, please let me know. The proposed FY’20budgets will be on BoardDocs later this week for the City Council’s consideration.
TRAFFIC REQUESTS:As of 06/13/19, we have 35 traffic requests in queue.  This is up slightly from the 33 requests inqueue last month.  With the Commission’s feedback on the City’s crosswalk guidelines last month, weare gearing up to address a number of related outstanding requests.
PERMIT REFORM:As of July 1, 2019, the Inspection Services team will be part of the new united Permitting andInspections Department.  The Inspection Services team will continue to provide the same level ofservice, but they will no longer report to Assistant Director – Technical Services Norm Baldwin. Theinspectors will remain in the same location until the 645 Pine Street renovations are underway andDPW Customer Service will continue to support the team in the short term.  In short, the transitionwill be phased in over the remainder of the year.  We want to thank the public for their patience aswe make these major changes. I also want to provide a personal note of appreciation to Norm, Brad,Tim and John for their extra work during this period to minimize the disruption on our customerswhile we implement this transition.
FY’20 DPW GOALS & OBJECTIVES:Staff is still working on this item and will plan to bring it to the Commission at its July meeting forfeedback.  Thank you for your patience as we are running fast during construction season.
2019 CONSTRUCTION SEASON:Our 2019 construction seasons continues and projects can be viewed on the refreshed ConstructionPortal: https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/DPW/Reinvestment. The Burlington Free Press recentlyprovided an overview of our work this season:https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/2019/06/12/burlington-construction-projects-impact-travel-commuter/1420433001/
Feel free to reach out with any questions prior to Wednesday’s Commission meeting. Thank you.


